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Creating bright paths for the future,
one child at a time.

Overcoming Adversity

Building Resilience
Albert Einstein said it best: “In the middle of adversity there is
great opportunity.” The pandemic has certainly taught us
lessons in overcoming adversity in 2021. In the early education
field, we experienced a record number of classroom closures in
our centers due to quarantines from Covid. We have also faced
challenges in hiring, retaining, and training teaching staff during
the pandemic. Despite these hurdles, we have remained
steadfast in ensuring the children in our four centers continue to
grow and thrive.
To address the nationwide teacher shortage, we launched our
Bright Paths for Inspiring Teachers Program to educate, train,
mentor, and employ teaching staff who have never worked in
the field of early education.
Our Bright Paths Resiliency Program, which also launched in 2021, funds the curriculum, tools, and
teacher training that is needed to help at-risk children in our centers overcome trauma and recover
from setbacks, so they are able to focus on their growth and development. The program not only funds
trauma training for our teachers, it enables us to purchase resilience items and provide additional
teacher training to implement curriculum like Baby Doll Circle Time, Feeling Buddies and Shubert and
Sophie books for classrooms. In addition, it helps fund Safe Places for all classrooms—a place where
our children can go to find activities that help them identify and manage their emotions.
Support for our efforts and initiatives across all centers are needed more than ever. Due to the
challenges caused by the pandemic, many early learning centers have closed in significant numbers. In
fact, 15 local centers have closed since March 2020, displacing over 800 children. As a result, Child’s
Path remains determined in its commitment to meet the needs of underserved children through highquality early education in Collier County.
We are tirelessly seeking spaces to run
additional high-quality programs that meet
the growing needs of the children in our
community and benefit the workforce in Collier
County.
We look forward to the opportunities that lie
ahead in the new year, as we continue to create
bright paths for the children and families we
serve. We hope you will join us.

Heather Singleton, Chief Executive Officer

OUR MISSION
Child's Path creates brighter futures for Collier County children and families through Bright
Paths scholarships for high-quality early learning and care in our four centers. Every year we
serve nearly 400 children, from infants to age five, following the Reggio Emilia approach of
self-directed, experiential learning. Early education changes the trajectory of a child's life and
helps prepare them for academic and lifelong success. Every child deserves access to highquality early learning and a bright start in life.

PARENT TESTIMONIAL

Jayson's Story

When Jayson joined Child’s Path as a toddler in June 2020, it was the height of the
pandemic. Thankfully, his tuition was covered under Child’s Path’s First Responder
scholarship. “To us, that was everything,” says Jayson’s father. “It came at a time when things
were hard. We’re thankful. It helped us to stay afloat.”
And it was only the beginning of an upward path for Jayson at Child's Path. His mother spoke
mostly Creole at home, and Jayson was not verbal when he arrived at Child’s Path. He also
suffered from eczema and would not eat, a challenge that would later be discovered as
stemming from food allergies.
Frustrated, and without the language to communicate,
Jayson would throw temper tantrums and he wouldn’t
Child's Path staff and
talk or interact with others at first. He also continued to
teachers are truly amazing,
refuse to eat. Child’s Path staff went to work to find a
very understanding
solution. They collaborated with specialists from Able
and caring.
Academy that works with children with developmental
delays. Able Academy worked one-on-one with Jayson,
~ Jayson's Father
while Child’s Path teachers worked with him to control
his emotions and help him start expressing himself in
healthy ways. After allergy tests and working with food therapists, Jayson began eating and
now is open to eating a lot more different food. More than a year later, Jayson’s father says
the progress has been significant across the board.
“Jayson can express what he needs now. He’s talking a lot more, and he’s a happy child,”
Jayson’s father says. “His motor skills have improved and now he’s riding scooters and his
bike. He loves going to the park and the playground. He also loves books and picks them out
for us to read to him at night. He points to pictures and says the name of what he sees. Every
milestone is important.”
And he is looking forward to many more at Child’s Path.
“The teachers and staff at Child’s Path are truly amazing—very understanding and caring,“
Jayson’s father says. “They went above and beyond to make sure he gets the proper foods.
They really take the time to help with what the child needs or refer you to the resources that
can help. It’s a positive environment for kids to be in and that’s what kids need.”
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OUR VISION: Inspire children's love for lifelong learning.

WHY SUPPORT US?
CHILD'S PATH PREVENTS CHILDREN FROM FALLING THROUGH THE CRACKS.
Child's Path offers Bright Paths scholarships to children whose families earn just above the
poverty level—not enough to afford child care but too much to qualify for state help. While
state vouchers defray costs, Child's Path is one of the few centers that also covers the
differential or the difference between what families qualify for and our tuition rates.

QUALITY IN EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION MATTERS.
Child's Path is accredited by the National Accreditation Commission for Early Care
and Education Programs for providing high-quality early learning programs and
exemplifying excellence in the care of children. Only 17% of centers in our
community have earned this national accreditation.

CHILD'S PATH FOLLOWS THE REGGIO EMILIA PHILOSOPHY
This unique approach in early education utilizes a nature-inspired environment
to encourage children with self-directed learning, and teachers are
co-facilitators in the child's growth and development.
OUR CHILDREN NEED A HERO. WILL IT BE YOU?
Nearly 2/3 of Collier County children are economically needy.
Less than 25% read at kindergarten levels.
Less than 50% are socially and emotionally ready for kindergarten.

OUR INITIATIVES
Bright Paths Scholarship Fund
This fund enables Child's Path to provide tuition assistance to at-risk and underserved
children in Collier County. These are local children who would otherwise not have access
to critical early care and early learning.

Bright Paths Resiliency Program
This initiative funds the curriculum, tools, and teacher
training needed to help at-risk children in our centers
overcome trauma and recover from setbacks so they are
able to focus on their growth and development.
.

Bright Paths Inspiring Teachers Program

This initiative supports the education of
aspiring teachers and helps underserved families
overcome the financial burden of starting a
promising teaching career in
early childhood education at Child's Path.

FINANCIALS
$3.37M OPERATING BUDGET
ANNUAL REVENUE
Other
3%
State/Federal Subsidies (childcare and food)
19.2%

Early Education Tuition
33.4%

Philanthropic Support & Grants
29.4%

Teen Parent Program
15%

ANNUAL EXPENSES
Free Meals
3 % Fundraising
Administration
3%
4%
Scholarships for Children
10%

Early Childhood Education Programs
80%

(Donations received from July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021.)

PARTNERS IN EDUCATION ($150,000)

Naples Children & Education Foundation
PATHWAY BUILDERS ($10,000+)
Early Learning Coalition Of SWFL
Collier County Health Department
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
The Sample Foundation

Carol B. Phelon Foundation
Mr. Seymour Burchman
ISA Foundation
Suncoast Credit Union
Taranto Family Foundation

PATHWAY PROMOTERS ($2,500+)
Mr. Martin Nestares, Esq.
Arthrex Inc.
Robert Schumann Foundation
Prestige Insurance Consultants Inc.
Sprouts Healthy Communities Foundation
The Wasie Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Sandra Moran
J.McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Ed & Dorothy Ferguson
Ms. Laurie Adams
First Florida Integrity Bank
Hendrickx Zaborowski Foundation

PATHWAY SUPPORTERS ($1,000 +)
Admiral Jerome Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard & Terri Ballo
Centennial Bank
Ms. Robin Clark
PNC Foundation
Sunshine Ace Hardware

Mrs. Blair Jones
Allegra Naples
CJC Watt
HCI Group Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Joseph Trunfio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Felix Mehler, Board Chair
Russell Beckner
Carla Bogart
Seymour Burchman
Robin Clark
Nancy Gibbs

Ann Horton
Admiral Jerome Johnson
Bill Mahoney
Martin Nestares
Darlene Torzolini

Website:
CHILDSPATH.ORG
Email:
INFO@CHILDSPATH.ORG
Phone:

239.643.3908

Social Media:
childspath.inc
@childs_path
childspathkids
Child's Path

